
MOTION: To rescind the 2006 Pre-Con motion requiring $5 for an electronic subscription to 
the Washington Wanderings Newsletter. 

 
History of Newsletter as a revenue item:  
 
(Highlights are for emphasis only – not in originals. A=Fall Assembly, P=Pre-Conference 
Assembly.) 
1969:  To have a quarterly newsletter. 
1970-A: That the area supports the Washington area newsletter. 
1976-P: That the Washington Wanderings area newsletter editor be given $100 working 

fund. 
1980-P: To raise the subscription rate for the Washington Wanderings to $2.00. 
1983-P: That each group subscribe to the Washington Wanderings at $2.00 per year. 
1984-P: That groups continue to be charged for Washington Wanderings and will not 

receive without payment. 
1989-A: That the Washington Wanderings be a publication for the express purpose of 

providing information on Area and District business, functions, and events for Al-
Anon and Alateen. Stories and poems could be used sparingly, for fillers, when 
needed. 
That the Washington Wanderings be given the amount needed to cover mailing 
expenses of the Washington Wanderings to all groups, for a period of one year, 
to establish a budget amount for the future.   
That the Washington Wanderings be printed and delivered at least 30 days 
before Assembly, Pre-Conference, and AWSC meetings and that the details of 
these meetings be included in the mailings as it is Area business. 

1990-P:  The subscription rate for Washington Wanderings be increased to $3.00 for a 
one-year subscription and $5.00 for a two-year subscription. 

1991-A: To raise the Washington Wanderings subscription rate to $5.50 per year and to 
$10.00 for two years. 

1992-A: That lone members registered with WSO be sent the Washington Wanderings 
free of charge for a period of four issues/one year. 

1993-A: Effective January 1, 1995, we establish a new coordinator position: Newsletter 
Coordinator. The duties will be to act as the “Washington Wanderings” Editor 
and to act as Washington Area Secretary pro-tem as necessary. 

2003-A: The subscription cost of the Washington Wanderings shall be increased to the 
following: one year $8.00, two years $14.00, three years $20.00. 

2006-P: Effective immediately, subscription prices for the Washington Wanderings be 
increased to $10 per year in order to offset significant cost increases in printing 
and distribution. 

 Washington Area make the Washington Wanderings available in electronic form 
as well as hard copy as soon as practically possible. Subscribers will choose which 
method of delivery they prefer. 
The subscription price for the electronic version will be set at a reduced rate of 
$5 per year. 



2009-A: That WA Area increase the annual subscription rate for the paper version of 
Washington Wanderings from $10 per year to $12 per year, effective January 1, 
2010. 

2015-A: Complimentary electronic versions of Washington Wanderings be sent to AWSC 
members and past Delegates living in Washington Area. Because the Area 
Newsletter contains information from Assemblies, District Representatives are 
encouraged to forward electronic versions to their Group Representatives. All 
members are welcome to order Washington Wanderings as a printed copy or 
electronic version at the current cost. This will rescind the previous motion from 
the 1984 Pre-Conference in Ellensburg, Washington, that states, “That groups 
continue to be charged for Washington Wanderings and will not receive without 
payment.”  

 
At some point, a separate bank account was created for the Newsletter. There was significant 
difficulty transferring management of this account at the last change of Newsletter 
Coordinator, and oversight of the account was lacking.  
 
August 2020 AWSC voted, as a housekeeping motion, to dissolve the Newsletter account and 
fold those funds and processes back into the general Washington Area treasury, as a Newsletter 
line item. This action was proposed and endorsed by the Newsletter Coordinator and the 
Washington Area Treasurer. 
 
Current situation: 
 
In the interest of re-establishing regular production and creating a subscriber database of the 
Washington Wanderings Newsletter after an 18-month absence, the $5 fee for electronic 
subscriptions has not recently been charged. 
 
WA Area is able to accept cash (when we are able to meet in person), checks, money orders, 
and electronic funds transfers as payment for newsletter subscriptions.  

• Cash payments may be credited to a subscriber by the Newsletter Coordinator, and 
deposited by the Washington Area Treasurer. These are relatively easy to handle, but 
may only be accepted in person (i.e., once COVID-19 restrictions are lifted to allow 
gatherings.) 

• Checks or money orders may be mailed directly to the Washington Area Treasurer, who 
can easily notify the Newsletter Coordinator. The Treasurer deposits these funds to the 
Washington Area line item in a timely manner. 

• Electronic funds are received immediately, minus a portion of the stated amount for 
processing fees. For a $5 electronic subscription, these fees are currently $0.45 (so only 
$4.56 would be deposited). The WA Area Treasurer must spend time posting and 
tracking every transaction. 

 
Why we’d like to completely rescind the $5 electronic subscription fee: 
 



The Washington Wanderings Newsletter contains official minutes, financial records, and 
updates from Washington Area Officers and Coordinators, as well as other articles for the good 
of Washington Area. As emphasized in the motions from 1989 and 2015 Fall Assemblies, it is 
vital to make this information available to every group (and ideally, to every member) in 
Washington Area.  
 
The electronic version of the Washington Wanderings Newsletter does not require any 
production costs.  
 
It is not a goal of the Wanderings Newsletter to raise funds for Washington Area, but only to 
pay for itself if print subscriptions are created and mailed. This motion does not suggest any 
change to the cost or existence of print subscriptions. 
 
Small donations (in this case, $5) create significant work for the Washington Area Treasurer but 
do not net significant money for Washington Area. There are a number of other opportunities 
for members to donate to Washington Area, as expressions of gratitude and support for the 
work of Al-Anon Family Groups. 
 
 
 

     
 
Prepared for February 27, 2021 AWSC 
Katharine Richardson, Newsletter Coordinator 
With support and assistance of other WA Area Officers and Past Delegates 

 

 

 

 


